ANSWERS for Villiam Reoch Wright 
and Glaſs-grinder in Edinburgh, 


To the BILL of ADVOCATION preſented 
by James Robertſon-Barclay, and others. 


HE Complainers, or Petitioners, have made three ſundry 
Applications with reſpect to the Reſpondent's Area in the 
Foot of Carrubber's Cloſe ; the firſt to the Lord Provoit and 
Council of this City of Edinburgh, the ſecond to the Dean of 
Guild, and this third and laſt to your Lordſhips. 
The two firſt complain of your Petitioner's Conduct, upon a 
Suppoſal that he intends to erect a Work-ſhop, as formerly, up- 
on this Area; and this Application complains of both Council 
and Dean of Guild in not doing their Duty, and prays * a War- 
tc rant to be granted for effectually ſtopping the Refrrndene, 
e and all others, from rebuilding the forefaid Area any 
« Wright's Shop, Ware or Work Houſe, or any other Houſe or 
« Houſes whatever that may endanger the Neighbourhood, and 
« for ſtopping the bringing in thereto, or working any kind of 
« Timber whatever, or uſing it as a Timber or Wright's Yard, 
« under ſuch Penalty, or in whatever Manner, your Lordſhips 
4 ſhould think fit.” And the Reaſons affigned are, Im, That 
the Area is more dan ſituate than any in this City, being 
ſurrounded with Houſes ; 24, That the Vicinity of the Com- 
plainers Houſes are ſuch, that they cannot be poſſeſſed without 
the greateſt Danger, if this be rebuilt for the original Purpoſe ; 
and, 3tio, That they have had ſeveral Alarms from this Work- 
| houſe, before the late Accident of the 12th current; fo that the 
common Police of the City requires an immediate Stop and Re- 
medy, as the Reſpondent was going on with his Work. 
The Reſpondent is heartily concerned, that a Complaint of 
this kind ſhould have been made againſt him, or that he ſhould 
A have 


#3 
have been brought under the diſagreeable Neceſſity of faying 
any. Thing at this Juncture, either in behalf of himſelf, or the 
Managers of the Police of this City ; as he never intended to 
have erected any Workhouſe or other Houſe in that Area, ex- 
cept ſuch as he ſhould be authoriſed to do by the Court, 
who are beſt Judges of the Danger the Inhabitants are expoſed to. 

The Fact then which the Reſpondent preſumes gave Riſe to 
this Complaint, is, that upon Monday after the fatal Accident, he 
put Men to work to extinguith the Fire, which he till obſerved 
among the Wood; and after that was done, to clean out the 
Rubbiſh in the Area, in queſt of ſome of his moſt valuable Ef- 
feats, which he imagined might have a Chance to eſcape the 
Flames. At ſame time he had ſome Logs of Wood lying at the 
Cloſe-head, which had been brought up before the Fire happen- 
ed; and to prevent them from being ſtole, he cauſed carry 
them down to this Area, which is ſurrounded by high Dikes, 
and where they might be ſafe. And this Piece of Work was 
much about being finiſhed, before the Dean of Guild Officer or 
Complainers ſpoke to him; and at this Time he gave all Aſ- 
ſurances, that he was not to erect any Building there for ſome 
time, and that he was in queſt of another Shop to put his Ser- 
vants to work in. That a Day or two afte 


r, having provided 
himſelf of a Shop in another Place, he put Men to work in a 


por of that Area, to cut down the Logs, to make them tranſ- 


le; upon which the ſecond Application was made to the 
of Guild; who thinking the Affair did not lie be- 
fore him, took no further Notice of it; and upon the Reſpon- 
dent's going to faw down theſe Logs, this third Application is 
made to your Lordſhips; and with what Colour of Reaſon, your 
Lordſhips are left to judge. 

It ſhould next be expected, that the Reſpondent would give 
ſome Anſwer to the Reaſons ſet forth in the Petition; which he 
1s —_— to do at this Juncture, as in the Man nt of this 
Area he propoſes to be entirely directed by the Court, 
vrho are e bel Judges, if he has as 3 — all do * 

Thing 
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Thing contrary to the Intereſt of the good Police of the City ; 
and though he is not the only Tradeſman that Accidents of this 
kind have befallen to of late, he, for himſelf, aſſures your Lord- 
ſhips, that whatever Regulations are made for removing Wrights 
Shops and Yards from the City, he will chearfully go into it, 
for quieting the Minds of the Inhabitants. 

And, having faid ſo much, he will next let your Lordſhips 
know, that, in the Year 1724, his Father purchaſed from T- 
mas Kincaid, then Proprietor of both Sides of Carrubber's Cloſe, 
and of a Yard then at the North End thereof, all and haill that 
Ground-ſtory, confiſting of five Fire-rooms, from South to 
North, with a To-fall on the Eaſt Side of the faid Houſe, toge- 
ther with an Yard for holding Timber at the North Gavel of 
faid Houſe, the Breadth of the Houſe and To-fall, with a 
Workhouſe two Stories high at the North End of the faid Yard, 
er alſo with a Piece of waſte Grouifd and covered Conve- 
niency for holding of Coals to the South of the Entry to the 
ſaid Houſe, all then poſſeſſed by George Hay Cabinetmaker in 
Edinburgh, by Tack, with free Iſh and Entry thereto, as freely 
as the ſaid George Hay poſſeſſes the fame. This Subject is bound- 
ed on the North, by the Yard belonging to Mr Nincaid, and had 
no Houſes on any Side, except the South. Mr Butter Wright 
in this City came to be Proprietor of the Yard, and all the Areas 
around, and from him the Reſpondent bought the Area on the 
Weſt, on which there is nothing built to this Day. 

Mr Butter, on this large Piece of Ground, laid down to him- 
ſelf a Plan of Building. On the North Weſt, he built cloſe to the 
Reſpondent's Area; and on the North, he came as near to the 
Reſpondent's Workhouſe as the Cloſe or Paſſage would allow 
him, and built a large Tenement, now the Property, or inha- 
bited by Mr Barclay and other Complainers, when, at ſame 
time, by directing his Building otherwiſe, he might have been 
at a much more convenient Diſtance from the Reſpondent's 
Workhouſe and Yard; and himſelf has erected a Timber- 


yard and Wright's Shop at the Back of theſe Complainers 
RO Houſes, 


( 
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Houſes, from which they are in much more Danger than from 
the Reſpondent, as betwixt them and him there is a ſolid 
dead Wall of two Stories high, beſides the Breadth of the Cloſe. 
And as to the Terrors the Complainers were put under by his 
Workhouſe, it is believed they cannot inſtance, except once, 
that the Timber-ſpout on the Top of his Vent took Fire, which 
very frequently happens in this City without any Damage, eſpe- 
cially when no Houſes are adjoining to it. | 
From theſe Premiſſes the Reſpondent might argue thus, That 
his Area, Workhouſe, and Timber-yard, were diſponed to him, | 


December 15. 1758. 
PHE Lord Ordinary appoints both Parties to prepare and 


make out Memorials in this Cauſe, and put them in the 
Lords Boxes upon Friday the 22d current. 
GEO. SINCLAIR. 
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